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Year 4 – The Internet 
 

Rationale: During this unit learners will apply their knowledge and understanding of networks, to appreciate the 

internet as a network of networks which need to be kept secure. They will learn that the World Wide Web is part 
of the internet, and be given opportunities to explore the World Wide Web for themselves to learn about who 

owns content and what they can access, add, and create. Finally they will evaluate online content to decide how 
honest, accurate, or reliable it is, and understand the consequences of false information.  

Progression: This unit progresses students’ knowledge and understanding of networks in Year 3. In Year 5, they 

will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of computing systems and online collaborative 
working. 

Overview:  
Lesson 1: I can describe 

the internet as a 
network of networks 

Lesson 2: I can describe 

the different networked 

devices and how they 

connect 

Lesson 3: I can describe 
how to access websites 
on the WWW  

Lesson 4: I can create 

media which can be 

found on websites 

Lesson 5: I can suggest 

who owns the content 

on websites  

Lesson 6: I can explain 

that not everything on 

the World Wide Web is 

true. 

Subject Knowledge 
Lesson 1: Learners will explore how a network can share messages with another 

network to form the internet. They will consider some of the network devices involved 
in this, such as routers, and then discuss what we should keep in and out of a network 

to keep safe. 
Lesson 2: Learners will describe parts of a network and how they connect to each other 
to form the internet. They will use this to help explain how the internet lets us view the 

World Wide Web and recognise that the World Wide Web is part of the internet which 
contains websites and web pages. 

Lesson 3: Learners will explore what can be shared on the World Wide Web and where 
websites are stored. They will also explore how the World Wide Web can be accessed 
on a variety of devices. 

Lesson 4: Learners will analyse the contents of websites, before designing their own 
website, offline. They will consider the content they would like to  include on a website 
of their own, and then decide how they could create that content. 

Lesson 5: Learners will explore who owns the content on websites. They will explore a 
variety of websites, investigating what they can and cannot do with the content on 

them. They will also relate this to principles of ownership and sharing in the real world.  
Lesson 6: In this lesson, learners will gain an appreciation of the fact that not 
everything they see on the internet is true, honest, or accurate. They will review 

images and decide they may not be real, before conducting a web search which will 
return ambiguous and sometimes misleading results, looking for why this is the case. 

Assessment/Key Skills 

Formative assessment 
Assessment opportunities are detailed in each lesson plan. The learning objectives and success criteria are 
introduced in the slide deck at the beginning of each lesson and then reviewed at the end. Learners are invited to 

assess how well they feel they have met the learning objective using thumbs up, thumbs sideways, or thumbs 
down. 

Summative assessment 
There are ten multiple choice questions in the quiz at the end of the unit. The questions are drawn from all six 

lessons. (Please see the assessment question and answer documents for this unit.) 
 


