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Year 4 – Audio Editing 
 

Rationale: In this unit, learners will initially examine devices capable of recording digital audio, which will include 

identifying the input device (microphone) and output devices (speaker or headphones) if available. Learners will 
discuss the ownership of digital audio and the copyright implications of duplicating the work of others. In order to 

record audio themselves, learners will use Audacity to produce a podcast, which will include editing their work, 
adding multiple tracks, and opening and saving the audio files. Finally, learners will evaluate their work and give 
feedback to their peers. 

Progression: This unit progresses students’ knowledge and understanding of creating media, by focusing on the 
recording and editing of sound to produce a podcast. Following this unit, learners will explore combining audio 
with video in the ‘Video editing’ unit in Year 5. 

Overview:  

Lesson 1: I can identify 
digital devices that can 

record sound and play it 
back 
Lesson 2: I can use a 

device to record audio 
and play back sound 

Lesson 3: I can save a 
digital recording as a file 
Lesson 4: I can open a 

digital recording from a 
file 
Lesson 5: I can discuss 

sounds that other 
people combine 

Lesson 6: I can discuss 
the features of a digital 
recording I like 

Subject Knowledge 

Lesson 1: In this lesson, learners will familiarise themselves with digital devices capable 
of recording sound and/or playing audio. Learners will identify devices’ inputs 

(microphone) and outputs (headphones or speakers). Learners will consider ownership 
and copyright issues relating to the recording of audio.  
Lesson 2: In this lesson, learners will record their own sounds and play back the 

recorded audio. They will also listen to a range of podcasts and identify the features of 
a podcast. 

Lesson 3: In this lesson, learners will plan and begin recording their own podcast. They 
will also discuss the importance of saving their work and save their recordings as a file.  
Lesson 4: In this lesson, learners will open their existing work and continue recording 

their podcast content. Learners will also edit their recordings, for example by changing 
the volume of the recording or making the recording fade in or out. 
Lesson 5: In this lesson, learners will record additional content for their podcast, such 

as sound effects or background music. The audio will be combined, or mixed, with their 
existing digital recordings and exported as an audio file. 

Lesson 6: In this lesson, learners will export their digital recordings so that they can be 
listened to on a range of digital devices. Learners will give feedback on their own and 
their peers’ podcasts, including areas for improvement. 

Assessment/Key Skills 

Formative assessment 
Assessment opportunities are detailed in each lesson plan. The learning objectives and success criteria are 
introduced in the slide deck at the beginning of each lesson and then reviewed at the end. Learners are invited to 
assess how well they feel they have met the learning objective using thumbs up, thumbs sideways, or thumbs 

down. 

Summative assessment 
Within this unit, a rubric is used to assess learners’ work after Lesson six. Lessons. (Please see the assessment 
question and answer documents for this unit.) 

 


