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Year 6 – How have crime and punishment, in Lancashire, changed 
throughout the ages? 

 
Rationale: Throughout history, crime and punishment have changed significantly in Britain. For instance, during the Victorian 

era, the introduction of the police force made a remarkable difference in how crimes were managed. Before this, 
communities often relied on informal systems of justice, such as local constables. Understanding these developments helps 
us see not only how society evolved but also how our modern justice system was shaped. By exploring these historical 
changes, we gain a deeper appreciation for the rights and laws we enjoy today. 
Substantive Knowledge:  
By the end of our Crime and Punishment topic you will be able to:  
• Explain some key terms in the history of crime and punishment in Britain, such as wergild, trial by ordeal, tithings, hue and 
cry, treason, transportation and hard labour.  
• Use primary sources to decide what facts, what opinions can be formed from the evidence, & identify the questions they 
have about a topic.  
• Compare modern day crime and punishment with those from the past, and talk about the legacy of past methods of crime 
prevention and detection with those of the present day. 

Disciplinary Knowledge:  
Enquiry, Interpretation and Using Sources: 
• Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change and continuity, cause and consequence, 
similarity and difference, and significance. Ask questions such as, ‘How did life change..?’ ‘Why do we remember..?’ ‘Why do 
people disagree..?’  
• Give some reasons for contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past. Ask, ‘Why have different stories been told 
about..?’  
• Describe the results of historical events, situations and changes e.g. the impact on people’s lives  
Chronology: 
• Sequence events and periods using appropriate terms e.g. chronology, legacy, continuity, change, trends 
• Describe and make links between main events, situations and changes within and across different periods of time, as well as 
between short- and long-term timescales 
Communication: 
• Describe aspects of cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history  
• Discuss and debate historical issues acknowledging contrasting evidence and opinions  
• Use appropriate vocabulary when discussing and describing historical events and concepts e.g. bias, reliability, democracy, 
parliament, peasantry and society  
• Produce structured work that makes connections, provides contrasting evidence and analyses trends 

Overview:  
Lesson 1: Artefact Session – Preston Jail Penal Treadmill 
Lesson 2: Introduction to Crime and Punishment Through 
the Ages - To understand the concept of crime and 
punishment and identify key periods in British history. 
Lesson 3: Crime and Punishment in Medieval Lancashire - 
To investigate medieval justice systems and their impact 
on society in Lancashire. 

Key Vocabulary 
Deterrent - To discourage someone from doing 
something. 
Execution - A sentence of death.  
Highwaymen - Criminals who would rob people while 
they were travelling. This was very common during 
the Stuart and Georgian periods.  
Humiliation - To make someone feel ashamed & 
foolish. 
Judge - Someone who is in charge of a trial in court.  



Lesson 4: Crime and Punishment in the Tudor and 
Victorian Periods - To describe and compare how crime 
and punishment evolved 
Lesson 5: Modern Crime and Punishment in Lancashire - 
To explore how modern approaches to crime and 
punishment reflect changes in society. 
Lesson 6: How Have Crime and Punishment in Lancashire 
Changed Over Time? 

Jury - A group of people who would listen to the facts 
in a trial and decide if the person is guilty or not 
guilty.  
Legion - legion a unit of 3,000–6,000 men in the 
ancient Roman army.  
Ordeal - A long and painful experience treason - 
Crime against the King, Queen or government. 

 


